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I. Some further Confederations on the Brefkw 
Bills of Mortality. By the jams Hand y &c. 

S/R, 

WHat I gave you in my former Difcourfe on thefe 
Bills, was chiefly defigned for the Computation 
of the Values of Annuities on Lives, wherein I believe! 
have performed what the fhort Period of my Obferva- 
tions would permit, in relation to exa&nefs, but at the 
fame time do earneftly defire, that their Learned Author 
Dr. Newman of Brejlaw would pleafe to continue them 
after the fame manner for yet fome years further, that 
Co the cafual Irregularities and apparent Difcordance in the 
Table, p. 5-99. may by a certain number of Chances be 
rectified and afcertain'd. 

Were this Calculus founded on the Experience of a 
very great number of Years, it would be very well 
worth the while to think of Methods for facilitating the 
Computation of the Value of two, three, or more 
Lives; which as propofed in my former, feems(aslam 
inform'dj a Work of too much Difficulty for the ordi- 
nary Arithmetician to undertake. I have (ought, if it 
were poffible r to find a Theorem that might be more 
concife than the Rules there laid down, but in vain ; for 
all that can be done to expedite it, is by Tables of Lo- 
garkhmsready computed, to exhibit the Ratimes of N 
to T in each fingle Life, for every third, fourth or fifth 
Year of Age, asoccafion fhall require ,• and thele Loga- 
rithms being added to the Logarithms of the prefent 
Value of Money payable after to many Years, will give 
a Series of Numbers, the Sum of which will ftew the 
Value of the Annuity fought. However for each Num- 
ber of this Series two Logarithms for a fingle Life,three 
for two Lives, and four for three Lives, mud neceflarily 

be 



be added together. If you think the matter, under the 
uncertainties I have mentioned, to deferve k, I ftialj 
fhortly give you fuch a Table of Logarithms as I fpeak 
of, and an Example or two of the ufe thereof : But by 
Vulgar Arithmetick the labour of thefe Numbers were 
immenfc j and nothing will more recommend the ufe- 
ful Invention of Logarithms to all Lovers of Number^ 
than the advantage of Difpatch in this and fuch Jike 
Computations. 

Befides the ufes mentioned in my former, it may per- 
haps not be an- unacceptafelething.to inkv-kmi thefasie 
Tables, how unjuftly we repine at the fliOFtnefs of our 
Lives, aqd think our felves wronged if we attain not 
Old Age; whereas it appears hereby, that the one half 
of thole that are born are dead in Seventeen years time, 
1:2.38 being in that time reduced to 4i6. So that iaftead 
of murmuring at what .we call an untimely Death, we 
ought wkfa Patience and unconcern to fujbmit to that 
Diflbludon which is the neeeflary Condition of our pe- 
rifhable Materials, and of our nice and frail Structure 
and Compofition: And to account it as a Bleffing tliat 
we have fervived, perhaps by many Years, that Period 
of Life, whereat the one half of the whole Race of 
Mankind does not arrive. 

A (econd ObfervationI make upon the faid Table, is 
that the Growth and Encreafe of Mankind is not fo much 
Hinted by any thing in the Nature of the Species, as it 
is from the cautious difficulty raoft People make to ad- 
venture on the date of Marriage, from the pro(pe<3: of 
the Trouble and Charge of providing for a Family, Nor 
are the poorer fort of People herein to be blamed, fince 
their difficulty of fubfifting is occafion'd by the unequal 
Diftribution of Pofleffions, all being neceflarily fed from 
the Earth, of which yet fo few are Mailers. So that De- 
fines themfelves and Families, they are yet to work for 
thole who own the Ground that feeds them : And of 
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fu& does by very much the greater part of Mankind 
eonfift,- etHenvHe itisplatrt, that there might well be 
tout, times as many Births as we -now find. For fry 'Com- 
putation from the Table, T find that there are nearly 
i 5000 Persons above 1 1 6 and under 45, of which at ieaft 
7000 are r Women capable to be*r Children. 1 Of thefe 
notwithftanding there are but 113 8 born yearly, %hich 
is but little more than a fixth part-i Sot-hat aboot one in 
fix of thefe Women do breed yearly j whereas were they 
all married , it would not appear ftrange or unlikely, 
fehat four of fix mould bring a Child every year. The 
Political Confequenees hereof f-iliaii not infift 00, only 
the Strength and Glory of a King being m the multitude 
of his Subjects, Khali only hint, that- above all things, 
Celibacy ought to be difcouraged, as, by extraordinary 
Taxing and Military Service : And thofe who have nu- 
merous Families of Children to be countenanced and eu- 
couraged by iixcb. Iiaws as the Jus trium Lihero'rum^ 
mong the Romans. But efpecially , by ah effectual 
Care to provide for the Subfiftence of the Poor, by find- 
ing them Employments, whereby they may earn their 
Bread, without being chargeable to the Publick. 
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